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" mex.4 Save for a few short periods, so

splatantoprave herole that they dovol | the family—Puck.

Why Did Not Colombi-a'

Ratify the Canal Treaty ?

# Lack of Development Has Kept the Gountry Self-Gentered
and Its Statesmen Selfish.

AILURE on the part of Co- | exist, these have neVer been known sinet
lombia to ratify the Hay- | the rule of the Spaniard was overthrown
Herran treaty, which would | The greatest of mineral and agricultural
have assured the completion | wealth lies waiting for the call of man
of the Panama canal, has | Given security for their investments, thy
brought that country more | men would come quickly enough, withom
prominently before the | it the country will continue to lie dor
world than it has been at any | mant.

time since the organization | wyith a territorial area of some 500,00

and failure of the de Lesseps | cauare miles, Colombia has less thar

company in 1889, 400 miles of railway, and this smal

Save for the one state of | ymount is divided into a dozen shori

Panama, there are but few of the South | sentions far removed from each other
American republics of which less is |with half a dozen promising harbon
lknown in general than of Colombia. Its | along the Caribbean sea, there is nc
Jack of transportation facilities, and its | means of reaching the interior of ths
great mountain ranges, which seemingly | country through them save by the Mag-
stand as a barrier against invasion from [ dalena river and its tributaries, or by
without, prevent us from cultivating an pack mules. Not only is it without rail-
acquaintance with our swarthy cousins | roads, but without wagon roads as well
uf the south. The capitol is reached either through
The question for which we are most Barranqguilla or Cartagena, Caribbean
anxious to find an answer is, “Why did seaports, thence by railroad for a shori
Colombia refuse to ratify the canal | distance to the Magdalena river, then by
treaty ?” river steamers to Honda, and from ther¢
The topography of the couniry offers | by pack train to Bogota. The river por-
at least a partial answer to that question. | (ion of the journey will occupy anywhers
It has prevented a development both of | from seven days to as many weeks, de-
resources and of character; it has made | pending entirely upon the political con-
possible the local contentions that have | dition of the country, the seven days
liept the couniry in almost a constant | being the quickest time poseible, Honda
state of commotion and internal strife. | is 600 miles from the sea, and from there
By keeping the world out it has made | to Bogota is a three days' mule journey

» “grafters"” of those within, and it was a | over roads with which our forest cor
lack of wunderstanding between those | duroy cannot fairly be compared. Twe
within as to the division of the “graft” ' short lines of railway run from the Mag-

THE MAGDALENA RIVER AT HONDA,

that prevented the ratification of the ' dalena, one at Honda and another at
Lreaty. | Puerto Berrio, but they are of no im-
When de Lesseps purchased the rights | portance to the country at large. Bo-
to construct the Papama canal it was | gota has two short lines of some 15 miles
under the old constitution when the vari- | each, connecting nearby towns. The
ous states of the confederation were vir- | other railroads in operation are equally
tually sovereign within themselves, and | unimportant from the commercial stand-
but little of the purchase price found its | point. So it is that practically the entire
way to the pockets of the Bogota poli- | commerce of this naturally rich country
ticiang, the larger part of it remaining ' must be carried by the 42 little river
in the state of Panama. The constitution | sSteamers which operate on the Magda-
was changed again in 1885 to the present | lena and its navigable tributaries.
furm, which leaves the different states!| Colombia is a self-centered couniry
but little more than depariments that | from which the world can expect but
are governed from Bogota. The Colom- | little in the way of favor save upon a
bian politician, far removed from lhp: dollars and cents basis for its self-cen-
world's activities because of a lack of | tered statesmen. Of hearty public sen-
development that would bring the worid | timent there is, and can be, but little, it
to him, knows, or at least cares, little | any. under such conditions, and the con-
for the welfare of other peoples or their | ditions can only be changed by develop-
interests. What he does know is that | ment.
the world wants a canal across the Pan-| Of opportunity for development there
waid Isthmus, and the question with him | is. an abundance. . The vast mountain
i=, "How much will the world pay for the |' ranges of the country are teeming with
privilege of bullding {t?" In no other | minerals in valuable quantities. Gold,
capitol of the world would a lobyist, sup- | silver, platinum, lead, iron, mercury, an-
plied with a fair allowance of gold, find | timony, limestone, potash, soda, mag-
£0 easy o task at settling a vexed ques- | Desia, alum, salt, coal, asphalt and emer-
tion. But the government at Washing- | 8lds abound. Of the latter Colombia has
ton cannot stoop to the level of the cor- | virtually the only extensive deposits in
poration and employ the services of a | the world, yetit lesidle. Gold and silver
tew of these law-buying individuals, | are being mined in a small way by a few
while, on the other hand, it is more than | English and American corporations
hinted that certain American railroad | Which pay dearly for the privilege, while
iiilerests are not averse to “seeing” the | With practically all of her other vast
mwen who have the giving of the canal- | mineral resources nothing is being done
building privilege in their .hands. { On the elevated plains maize, wheat
Pgnama is valuable to Colombia only . 22d In fact all thec-erea\.ls are grown with
to the extent of what the Bogota govern- | Success, and her tropical products, in.
ment can get out of “he canal franchise | ¢luding tobacco. cotton, sugar. coffee
fcross the barren little state, or, failing | ©0coa, and fruits grow with wonderfu
in getting anything from that, her reve- | €Xuberance, but without a market be.
nue from the operation of the Panama | ©ause of a lack of development. Of man.
rallway. Panama wants the canal. The | Ulacturing there is none. nor will there b
politicians who compose the Bogota gov- | Under present conditions.
ernment want it when it brings theright | The darkness of Asla s not blacker
price for them individually. Until there | than that of this new world republic
{s an individual settlement, or an ar- | 30d from it we may expect but little as
raugement of terms of division among | favor either to the world, or tous.
themselves, they will continue to fire the F DANIEL CLEVERTON.
country with patriotic speeches, of which One Advantage.
guch a treaty as the late one offers every | S0 You think it is an advantage ta
cpportunity, There is no more patriotic | # Doy to be reared in the country?”
politician in the wdrld, so long as there | 1O be sure,” answered Farmer Corn-
Is no gold in sight to close his mouth, as | t08sel. A boy has a heap better chance
our Spanish American cousin.

Lin the country. .For instance, when a

Develop Colombia, bring her capital is surrounded by orchards and
and all of her rich interior, into cloger | Melon patches, he can pave a stomach
every-day relationship with the world, | 3che without the doctor jumpin’ to the
and these conditions will change within

conclusion that he's got 'pendicitis.”—
e few years. Colombia offers every in-

Washington Star.
ducement for development save that The Ony Way.
‘which must come from the government| Bertha—Sothey weredivoreed?
ftself—=:abllity and security for invest-
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‘Bert—Yes; the cook sald she wouldn't

SHIRT WAIST FANCIES.

New Models and Materials for the
Fall and the Winter
Seanons. 4

The newest meodel (or fall and wirgs
shirt waists, or shirts, to use the Englisa
came, 25 most of the shops now do, is a
ievere, rather scimpy garment with no
‘uiiness in the neck or the skoulders,
and hardly a vestige of the pouch effect
it the belt. It fits closely and has one
or two stitched pockets in the front.
Ihe sieeves are small and are gathered
nto parrow cuffs, says the New York
Post.

Another very goeod shirt waist model
has a few gathers at the neck, the back
being left quite plain. A box plait fin-
ishes the front, in which the studs or
buttons which fasten the waist are
placed. After the garment has been
made and the sleeves sewed in a scal-
ioped yoke plece is stitched on, crossing
the back and covering the shoulder
seams and upper part of the sleeve.
This is an extremely good model to use
for flannel waists.

Of shirt waist materfal there is a
variety to choose from. The flannels
ire much the same in color and design
is last yvear's. Roman stiripes, plaids,
stripes, and figures are seen. The
neavy cotton materials are very pretiy
Lthis season, They are mostiv white, but
z few good colered ones are to be had
n small checks, stripes, and plaids. A
popular white fabric for waists is a
honeycomb design and sugzgests old-
{ashioned bedspread material.

Nun's veiling or albatross in white
ind colors are the best possible mate-
rials Lo use in making the pretiy house
zown which has superseded the (gessy
silk walst. Neither of these is expen-
sive; very nice pleces are to be picked
up in the shops as low as 40 cents a vard,
House gowns are made simply, (rimmed
with dved laces, velvet ribbons, and
lagotting. Accordion-plaited gowns
are still fashionable, and soft materials
are attractive when so made. Lace col-
lare and cuffs are appropriate decora-
tions,

Of course a house gown may be madea
very elaborate affair., One may follow
one's individual Inclinations in the
house, if anywhere, and may use mate-
rials and trimmings which would be un-
pleasantly conspicuous if worn outside,
01 one of the counters of a large orien-
‘al importing house was found a richly
embroidered silk garment, a sort of a
tunic with half long sleeves and a col-
larless peck. The <-nlur6was a dull red,
time faded and a little ‘stained. The
~mbroidery was a gorgeous mingling of

clors and there were little bits of mir-
vors introduced into the design at fre-
quent intervals. This was purchased,
and, combined with a sun plaited eol-
ienne skirt of a nearly matching shada
aof red, mede into a echarmine gown.

SILENCED THE LAWYER,

CViHness Wax A Wit ax Well ns a
Wriier and n Sharp One
Bestdes.

A newspaper writer, being a witness
in a county court recently, was harried
by a bumptious young lawyer, who
aslied: *“So vou are a writer, are vou?
Well, sir, with what great paper or mag-
AZIne are you connectea ?”

“With none,” was rthe modest reply. re-
ates Londecn Tit-Bits.

“Then why do you ecall voursell a
writer? What do you write—mnovels
scientific works. histories, or what?"

“I write anything ang everything that
oceurs Lo me as iikely to be worth read-
ing."

“Well, then. for wham or for what do
voun write? You sav vou are rot con-
neeted with any puper or magazipe.”™

“Yes, sir, so [ stated. I am an unat-
tached writer for the general market.”

“Just g0. You write anything that oc-
surs to you, Well, now, do you write up
tl:2 proceedings of courts?” .

“I have done so ucecasionaliy.”

“Can you state to thedjudgze what par-
ticuiar kind of a court praoceedine you
would deem worthy of yonrpen?”

“Yes: if I saw & yourg lawyerireating
a respectable witness in a very rude and
disrespectful manner, and making anass
of himself gencrally, I should think that
possibly worth writing up.”

The court smiled audibly. The judge
look the witness in hand for a moment,

“How much do you think a seene like
‘his, for instance. ought to bring if it
were written up?**

“It would depend upon the actors. 1If
the lawyer were a person of any note or
character, possibly half a guinea or a
guinea.”

“What should you expect to receive
were you to write the facts of this par-
ticular instance?"

“About eighteen pence, vour honor."”

The young lawyer had no further ques-
tions to ask the witness.

Cramberries as Medicine,

in cases of bilious or typboid fever

Ihe juice of cranbéerries is almost indis-
pensable for clearing the system of the
poisonous bacteria. In some- forms of
ivspepsia there is no more effective and
simple remedy than raw eranberries,
Carry a supply in the pocket.—Atlants
Constitution.

Salt on the Carpet.
_Seat®r sait on a carpet when sweep-
‘D&, and you will not only find it has a

Making Treaties
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The Ethiopian Monarch of East :\fﬁca Has, as a Rule, Treated

HE United States is about
to negotiate a trade treaty
with Abyssinia. Robert P.
Skinner, the American
consul general at Mar-
seilles, has been selected
to perform the delicate and
imporiant mission. He
has been in close confer-
ence with the officials of
the state department re-
garding his expedition, and
the public is denied the details of Mr.
Skinner’s instructions, but there is no
reason to suppose that the negotia-
tions with fMenelek II. will go beyond
that of securing favorable conditions
for the encouragement of American
'rade with the Abyssinian kingdom.

This ecountry lies in the eastern part |

of Africa, below Egypt and the Sou-
dan, and is reached through the port
of Massowah, on the Red sea. Masso-
wah is under control of Italy, and the
mention of Italy in connection with
Abyssinia recalls the comparatively re-
rent and disastrous attempt of the
former nation to enforce the terms of
the treaty of protection made in 1889
and which was abrogated by Menelek
in 1893, This was followed by the ter-
rific war which 1s stillgfresh in the
nemory of the republic, and which re-
mlted in making Menelek and Abys-
sinia Important factors in East Afri-
an affairs.

Visiting Diplomats Gourteously.

mute, and barely allowed the envoys
to see the tip of his nose. He swathed
his head and face, as well as his body
in bis shamma, or toga., embroidersd
in various colored silks in & broad
stripe down the center of the cloth, a
]I:?dge of nobility worn only by the
iing and his chieftains.

Here is the message which the king
condescended to send to Sir William
Hewitt during the three weeks of walt-
ing, and which shows the pride and ar-
rogance of the Ethioplan Christlan
monarch, and to which pride and arro-
gance it is feared Menelek is not a
stranger: “Message of King John, by
the Almighty King of Zion. May It
reach Sir William Hewitt, commanding
ships of war in the East Indlan sta-
tion. How do you do? Thank God, I
and my army are quite well. I am tak-
ing some baths. I send you Ras Alula
(one of his chieftains) 1o assist you in
rounsel, provisions and everything.
As vour excellency is going to make
friendshlp between two kingdoms,
4don’t bé in a hurry to go back. I will
come soon.”

Abyssinia is divided into several dis-
tricts, with a chieftain over each dis-
tret, who only is accountable to the
king, and who exercises absolute pow-
er over the lives and property of the
inhabitants of the district. When Sh»
Hewitt's expedition entered the firs!

district of Abyssinia after leaving Mas-

Abyssinia, which is part of the-an-, sowah, it was startled and thrilled by

fent Ethiopia. claims to possess the

" its reception at the hands of one ol
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ADOWA,. THE CAPITO. OF ABYSSINIA,

primintive Christianity, and boasts of
possessing the relics of St. Mark, the
:vangelist. Egypt, which was once a
Christian kingdom for 295 years end-
ing A. D. 640, was subsequently swal-
lowed up by the darkness of paganism,
but Abyssinia has ever held fast to
Christianity, even though distorting it
with strange superstitions and flerce
fanaticlsm of even sterner savagery
than animated the old Crusaders, with
whom hatred to the heathen was equiv-
alent to love of God, The Abyssinians
trace the origin of the empire to the
days of Solomon and the queen of
Sheba; the present king, Menelek II.,
claiminig to be a direct lineal descend-
ant of the two. The religion is a
strange mixture of Judaism and Chris-
tianity. Great pride of race and re-
ligion animates this singular people,
whose monarch bears the haughty title
of Negus Negusti (King of Kings), and
who styles himself “Defender of the
Faith."

Just what experiences await n:fr.
Skinner and his marines, and the kind

of reception he will receive at the!

hands of the warlike, aggressive and
ndependent ruler it is hard to tell. It
& interesting, however, in connection
with this proposed expedition into the
hiart of Abyssinia, to recall some of
‘the experiences of former expeditions.
That of Sir WiIilliam Hewitt was the
most noteworthy. It was when Gor-
don Pasha was shut up in Khartoum,
and the Egpytian garrisons in the east-
ern Soudan were menaced by the
Mahdi's fanatical followers, that it be-
came necessary to seek the favor of the
Abyssinian monarch ‘1o permit the
Chrisiian inhabitants and garrisons
bordering on the Abyssinian frontier
to pass through that country to the
codst. And it was on this mission that
SQir Hewitt was dispaiched in 1884,

It is to be hoped that Menelek will
not be as slow in reeeiving the Ameri-
can mission as his predecessor on the
throne. King Johannes, was in admit-
ting the "English party into his au-
gust presence. It was three weeks

these chieliains. Fifteen hundred cav-
alrymen suddenly appeared in the dis-
tance. At a given signal they turned
! sharply, facing the forelgners, and
|then charged with seeming fury
| straight at them. They were all firce-
| looking men, with headgear of hand-
rerchiefs of various colors, or simply
| white tape tied round their close, curly
| hair, after the fashion of the anclent
‘R(}mans. Some sporied lion manes,
which fringing their dusky faces made
them look almost as savage as that
{ beast himself. Skins of black leopard,
| over their red and white togas, swathed
| their bodies. As with crouched spears
| and uplifted targets they bore down
{ upon Sir Hewitt and his party they
velled llke maniacs, madly shaking
| their weapons in deflance; and when
| within a few paces, with one accord
they suddenly curbed their horges. So
quickly was this dons that thelr
chargers reeled back upomn thair
haunches. Each warrior at the same
time lowered the point of his spear and
in silence bowed his body befores the
envoys,

| The earliest visit of Abyssinla was
| that of the Portuguese, who in the fif-
| teenth and sixteenth centuries prose-
cuted a search for the kingdom of
Prester John. The English expedition,
in 1867, against King Theodorus, was
the first that really opened the country
and let some light in on its dark and
unknown places, Great was the sur-
prise of Christendom to learn that
Abyssinia was a nation which had a
knowledge of Christianity and prided
herself upon a history which reached
back to King Solomon's day. Then
came the difficulties with Italy in 1847,
which were finally terminated in the
following year by the drawing up of a
treaty in whien the sovereignty of
Italy was in a measure recognized.
This trealy was made under King
John. Menelék siezed the throne upon
the latier’'s death, and as this singular-
Iy able King gathered strength he was
tempted in 1833
treaty. Italy's attempt to force Menelek

into subjection was a most h ng
: coaatattly
gained

since that day.- Now comes the effort
of this country tc make a commercial

sibly to the United States as well.

His Joy Wounld Heep.
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of Abyssinia

to abrogate the

treaty with Abyssinia, which opens up
a new epoch to that country and pos- -
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